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STUDY GUIDE  QUESTIONS Chapters 6-10  Fever 1793  
Part 1: Multiple Choice

1. Matilda’s family earns extra profits from the coffeehouse in August, but no one can agree on how to spend it.   

    Which of the following correctly expressing the wishes of ALL THREE family members?


A. Matilda wants to use it to expand the coffeehouse into a restaurant, her grandfather wants to save the 
                money, and her mother wants to use it to go to the country.


B. Matilda wants to use it to open a store, her grandfather wants to use it to travel to the country and her mom 
                 wants to save it.


C. Matilda wants save it for a trip to France, her grandfather wants to save it, and her mother wants to expand 
                the coffeehouse into a restaurant.


D. Matilda wants to expand the coffeehouse into a restaurant, her grandfather wants to open a store, and her 
                mother wants to save it.
2. Matilda’s grandfather refuses to believe that the deaths are related to yellow fever. Who does he blame for the 
    weird sickness circulating through the city?


A. The refugees and foreigners                           B. The sailors who just came back from Europe


C. The lower class women                                  D. The British government
3. Which of the following correctly tells the different ways Matilda’s mother & grandfather feel about the disease?


A. Matilda’s mother and grandfather both feel safe in the city as long as they stay away from the wharves.


B. Matilda’s mother wants to go to the country and her grandfather wants to stay in the city.


C. Matilda’s mother wants to stay in the city and her grandfather wants to go to the country.


D. Matilda’s mother and grandfather both want to go to the country for safety.
4. What grand idea does Matilda have to get more business at the coffeehouse?


A. Have doctors eat at the coffeehouse to help give customers advice on how to stay  safe from the spreading 
     disease.


B. Have Thomas Jefferson and President George Washington eat at the coffeehouse to attract customers.


C. Have a party with all the upper-class people of society to attract customers who will spend more money.


D. Convince the wagon driver who takes people out to the country to pick up at their coffeehouse so people 

      will stop there and spend money before leaving.
5. Why is Matilda’s mother so eager to have tea with Mrs. Ogilvie?


A. She hasn’t been invited to a party since the death of her husband. 

B. She wants Matilda to be friends with Mrs. Ogilvie’s daughters.


C. She is excited to eat the delicious food that will be served.


D. She wants Matilda to become engaged to Mrs. Ogilvie’s son.
6. How do the Ogilvie daughters regard Matilda?


A. They stick their tongues out at her, prevent her from eating, and insult her.


B. They insult her at first but then invite her to come back again after they got to know her.


C. They compliment her at first but then stick their tongue out at her after they hear Matilda’s mother talk.


D. They compliment her hair, give her a small gift, and invite her to come back.

7. Which of the following shows the differences between the lower, middle & upper-class people in Philadelphia?


A. The lower-class have no where to get health care, the middle-class can’t decide whether to leave their 

      businesses or stay to make money, and the upper-class flee to the country for safety.


B. The lower-class are all dying quickly, the middle-class are able to get health care and survive without any 

     problems, and the upper-class are fleeing to the country.


C. The lower-class are fleeing to the country, the middle-class can’t decide whether to leave their businesses 
     or stay to make money, and the upper-class can afford good health care while remaining in the city.


D. The lower-class are all dying quickly, the middle-class are fleeing to the country, and the upper-class can 
                  afford good heath care while remaining in the city.

8. Matilda starts to think that maybe going to live on a farm in the country wouldn’t be that bad after all. What 
    prompts her to change her mind?


A. After hearing Eliza tell her about the news from the Free African Society meeting, she wants to leave.


B. After seeing Colette Ogilvie collapse from fever, she wants to leave.


C. After seeing her mother suffer from yellow fever, she wants to leave.


D. After hearing at the printers that several hundred people in her city have already died, she wants to leave.

9. What do Matilda and her grandfather encounter on their walk home from the printer?


A. Several dead bodies of fever victims piled in the street


B. Matilda’s mother being dumped out of a cart, apparently sick with the fever


C. A group people with the fever begging for money, food, and help


D. Eliza lying on the side of the road trying to get home, apparently sick with the fever

10. What symptoms of illness does Matilda’s mother have?


A. Yellow eyes, more energy than ever, loss of memory, and a fever 

B. Yellow eyes, blood in her vomit, convulsions, and a fever


C. Yellow eyes, sores on her body, a bad taste in her mouth, and a fever


D. Yellow eyes, difficulty breathing, loss of hearing, and a fever

11. Why does Matilda’s mother yell at her to leave?


A. She is embarrassed for Matilda to see her this sick.


B. She is angry at Matilda for not taking good enough care of her.


C. She is worried Matilda might catch the fever from her.


D. She is nervous the family will lose money if Matilda doesn’t run the coffeehouse.

12. Once the doctor diagnoses Matilda’s mother with yellow fever, what method of treatment does he try?


A. Giving her plenty of fluids and requiring she take a bath every four hours


B. Cutting open her arm and bleeding her to get the sickness out


C. Pouring ice on her body to bring down the fever


D. Giving her antibiotics to fight the disease

13. Matilda’s grandfather has finally decided it is time to flee the city to get away from the spread of yellow fever. 
      Why can’t Matilda’s mother travel with them?


A. She is too confused to understand and refuses to go.


B. Travel is expensive, and there isn’t enough money for all three people to go.


C. Other towns won’t allow people with yellow fever to enter.


D. She is too sick to travel; it would surely kill her.

14. What package does Matilda receive?


A. A painting and a note from Nathaniel


B. A package of small treats and a note from Mrs. Ogilvie to come visit again


C. A new smock from Eliza to wear while she is in the country


D. A knife from her grandfather to protect herself on the journey to the country

15. How is Matilda’s grandfather dressed when they leave the city?


A. With a yellow bandana to symbolize someone in the family has yellow fever


B. In all black to mourn the sickness of Matilda’s mother


C. In his old military uniform, sword and all


D. In very old clothes, making him look poor

Part II: Determining the Meaning

Use context clues to match these words to their definitions. The page numbers of the words are in parentheses.
___ 1. droll (37)

A. offered brief, critical comments

___ 2. bestir (40) 

B. yielded, admitted, relinquished, or acknowledged reluctantly

___ 3. conceded (42)

C. tightly drawn or tense

___ 4. implore (49) 

D. a deadly disease

___ 5. harrumphed (56)
E. amusing or funny in an odd way

___ 6. gumption (56)
            F. with great passion or energy

___ 7. pestilence (60)

G. persuading by using flattery or promises

___ 8. vehemently (61) 
H. to beg urgently

___ 9. taut (67)

 I. aggressiveness; boldness

___ 10. cajoling (74)

 J. to stir up, rouse, or bring to action
____      
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